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And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. Luke 2:10
When A Charlie Brown Christmas debuted in 1965, religious
references were unheard of on television. Yet the show’s
climax features the Christmas story verbatim. As Linus
begins reciting Luke 2, he’s clutching his ever-present blue
blanket. Yet Linus drops it right as he utters the words
“fear not”
“Peanuts” creator Charles M. Schulz sends a simple, brilliant
message. “The birth of Jesus separates us from our fears,”
It frees us from the habits we are unable (or unwilling) to
break ourselves. The birth of Jesus allows us to simply drop
the false security we have been grasping so tightly,
and learn to trust and cling to Him instead.”
Christmas Eve Worship:
Gentle Worship – 1:30p.m.
Family Worship – 6:30p.m.
Candlelight Worship - 8:15p.m. & 10:45p.m.
Christmas Day Worship &
New Years Day Worship
Both ~ One Service @ 10:30a.m.
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A Message From Pastor Mark Schuring
Psalm 122
1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
2 Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 3 Jerusalem —
built as a city that is bound firmly together. 4 To it the tribes go up, the
tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the
name of the LORD. 5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up,
the thrones of the house of David. 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you. 7 Peace be within your walls, and
security within your towers.” 8 For the sake of my relatives and friends I
will say, “Peace be within you.” 9 For the sake of the house of the LORD
our God, I will seek your good.
Most likely, if you tune into the local or national news, you will be treated to a hodgepodge of bad
news. Images flood our minds of the sorrows of this world: tent cities hosting hundreds of
thousands of refugees; children so undernourished that eight-month-olds are mistaken for
newborns; young black sons found dead in the streets; a political process so deceptive that a
“Pinocchio Scale” is devised to see who tells the biggest lies.
Where is peace? Where is true shalom—peace that is not just absence from violence but holistic
rest—encompassing internal and external peace with God and neighbor and earth and self?
Advent, the season of waiting for Christ to come, is a time to remember how very
good it is to go to the house of the Lord. We go to the house of the Lord not to
forget the troubles of the world, not to hide our eyes from the suffering, but to
acknowledge them. For we remember that God does not stand far off, does not
ignore suffering and sin, but God enters in. God took on human flesh, felt hunger
and thirst and pain. Our Lord Jesus Christ defeated sin and death. So we await
Christ's coming again when True Shalom will reign. We do not hide from sorrow, but we confess our
sins, what we have done and what we have left undone, our individual sins and our collective sins.
And we pray for peace while believing in the one who was and is and is to come, our Prince of Peace.
Let us pray. Almighty God, it is truly good to spend time in your house praising your name. We give
you thanks that you do not stand far off, but that you enter into our suffering. Teach us to be
advocates for peace in this restless world, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Official Acts:
Baptism: On Sunday December 11, Isla Jane, daughter of Brian & Leah Barger, will receive
the sacrament of Holy Baptism. We pray God's blessings on this little one.
Wedding: On Saturday, December 17 Carol Eilola & Dan Cooper will be joined in Holy
Wedlock. We pray God's blessings on this union.
Deaths: The following members have been called to their heavenly home:
Ruthann Hinaman 10/3; Donald Schaadt 11/4; Ralph Barkley 11/7; Eileen Carpenter 11/14
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A Message From AIM Kevin Kehn
For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who has faith.

Romans 1:16

If you are like me, you have times when you want to express the message of the gospel, but you
just cannot come up with the right words to do so. As I searched for a book to
study during 2017, as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation ,
I came across a book entitled, Together by Grace, Introducing the
Lutherans. This book, edited by Kathryn A. Kleinhans who is a professor at
Wartburg College, can help us find the right words to express our faith. She
purposely put this book together to explore the rich and lasting legacy of
Martin Luther and the Reformation. The book is made up of 42 articles divided into six sections;


The Faith We Confess



From the Sixteenth Century to Today



Worship and the Arts



Faith Active in Love



Being Lutheran Together in a Wider World



Voices and places: Stories from the Global Lutheran Family

The book is an easy read--about 200 pages with color pictures. The cost is $10 for 6-20 books
or only $8 if we order 21 or more.
What I plan on doing is having a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space for those who would
like to purchase the book and participate in a book study during 2017. I will lead the book study
during March, April and May and then resume again during September, October and November.
Each month we will meet once to discuss one section of the book. I will offer the study once in
the morning and then once in the evening--dates and times will be announced later.
Dr. Kleinhans in the introduction to the book mentions that as a university professor and as
a preacher, Luther's goal was to restore the gospel--the good news of God's grace received as a
gift through faith in Jesus Christ crucified and risen for us--to its central place in the life of
the church. It is my hope that we can continue striving for this goal through this book study. I
will have a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space and will plan on ordering the books by the end
of January. You can pay for the book upon delivery.
Until next time, may the peace of God be with each and every one of you.
Reminder of Christmas Schedule:
Worship @ 1:30p.m., 6:30p.m., 8:15p.m., or 10:45p.m. on Christmas Eve
(The 10:45 service is broadcast on WMRN.)
ONE service on Dec 25, ONE service on Jan 1 both @10:30a.m.
Thursday Praise: NO worship on Thursday, December 22;
Join us in Worship on Thursday, Dec 29 @ 7:00p.m.
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Cayden's Journey
Hello Emanuel Lutheran Church family!
We would like to give everyone an update on Cayden as we
know many of you are unable to see the daily updates on
Cayden’s Facebook page. On December 23 Cayden will be
21 months old and, although he has spent his entire life at
Nationwide Children’s Hospital, he continues to make great
progress.
They continue to slowly wean both his medications and his
ventilator settings on a weekly basis and is doing really well with it. In order for Cayden to go home
he will have to transition from the ventilator he is on to a smaller, home ventilator. In order for
him to begin this transition, he needed to be on much lower ventilator settings. Well, within the
last month Cayden has finally started to do trials on the home vent and has been doing much better
than they expected him to do. Most babies have a hard time with this transition as the feeling of
being on the home vent is much different than being on the hospital vent. Most babies last only a
few minutes their first time before they need to be switched back over, but Cayden lasted an hour
and a half and was still doing great when they switched him back. Since then they have been doing
daily trials and Cayden continues to build up his tolerance. He still has a long way to go before he is
on the home vent for the full day and, even then, will need to be on much lower settings on it
before coming home….but it is progress.
Cayden is still yet to eat any food and is fed all of his food through a gastrostomy tube, or a gtube. This is a tube inserted through the abdomen that delivers nutrition directly to the stomach.
He cannot walk or crawl but within the last couple months has finally started to roll over. The big
thing we are working on now is trying to get him strong enough to sit up on his own, which he is
making wonderful progress at. Cayden gets physical therapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy,
music therapy, and massage therapy several times a week. We could not ask for a better place to
be than Nationwide Children’s Hospital.
As you can imagine, the last 2 years have been a rough roller coaster for our family. Before Cayden
was born he was given less than a 20% to survive. For him to still be here with us fighting 21
months after birth is a true miracle from God. While Cayden has shown us all that he is the
strongest fighter many people will ever see, he could not have done all of this without all of the
support he has received from so many people. We would like to thank all of our church family for
the love and support you have shown us during all of this. The good thoughts, words
of encouragement, donations, and, most importantly, the prayers have all helped
more than you will ever know. We would also like to thank Pastor Mark and
Kevin for their visits, as well as the prayers and communion they provide us
while they are there.
Cayden and his family would like to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a
very Happy New Year!
Thank You… Cayden, Kevin, Gretchen, and Riley Jolliff
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More Information About Our Stained Glass Windows, by Alicia Mayes
Reformation Sunday was October 31 commemorating the 499th year of the Reformation. This
coming year is the 500th year celebration. It’s only fitting that I write about the large stained
glass window over the front entrance of the church, the “Reformation Window”. In the sanctuary
it can be seen at the back of the balcony. The window depicts the history of the Reformation
Movement.
The subjects of the window are: the Martyrdom of John Huss (he lived over a century before
Martin Luther and was burned at the stake for heresy belief or opinion contrary to religious
doctrine); Luther in the cloister (a place of religious seclusion); nailing of 95 Theses, Diet of
Worms (Luther was ordered to appear before this general assembly 'Diet' of the estates of the
Holy Roman Empire that took place in Worms, Germany to enforce a ban on his 95 Theses); Luther
translating the Bible to German, and Luther as a preacher.
There are two inscriptions near the bottom of the window, one on either side that read: “The just
shall live by Faith,” and “The Word they shall let remain.” There are two angels near the top of the
window bearing banners, the scroll of one is inscribed, “By grace are ye saved,” the other scroll is
inscribed, “All glory be to God.” The emblems also are suitable to represent the blessings of the
Reformation; and Luther’s Coat of Arms (symbol for Lutheranism) appears several times.
The Luther Coat of Arms: In 1521, the emperor of Germany, placed Martin Luther under the ban
for preaching the Gospel. In order to protect Luther the elector of Saxony, Frederick the Wise,
disguised him as a knight and hid him at the Wartburg Castle, where he translated the New
Testament into German. As part of the disguise Luther was given the Coat of Arms. That Coat of
Arms is a symbolic portrayal of the Gospel Message.
The symbolism of the Coat of Arms is this:
When Christ, who took my sins upon himself on the cross (the black cross),
dwells in my sinful heart (the red heart),
then I dwell in Christ and am clothed in His righteousness (the white rose),
and heaven (the blue background), and eternal life (the gold ring)
is mine through faith in Him.
The Reformation Window was presented by the Luther League (Men of the Church). Keep in mind
all of the stained glass windows were made in Germany and put in when the church was built in 19171918. The background on this page is the Reformation window.

We extend our thanks to Altar Guild and their helpers who yearly decorate our
church so beautifully for the Thanksgiving and Advent/Christmas season. Thank you
also to the Board of Properties for displaying our outdoor Nativity Scene. They are
always so beautiful and mean so much to many. Thank you for sharing your time and
energy involved in these projects.
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Child Care's
Christmas Program
Thursday,
December 16
@ 7:00p.m.
All are invited !

Interactive Christmas Sermon: On Sunday,
December 4 during the 9:15 service. Pastor
Mark will have an interactive sermon with the
Sunday School Children and the Congregation.
We look forward to this shared ministry time
as we celebrate Advent and Christmas.

The Emanuel Choir invites you to their cantata
"Celebrating Advent with Martin Luther -

A Way In a Manger"
on December 18, at 10:30.
The cantata is in honor of the journey of our reformation celebration. Luther gave
sermons expressing joy and love in celebrating this festival season.
His sermons referred these main themes: Jesus came to the poor;
Luther Portrayed Christ as a ladder; Luther identifies Christ as our
brother; Make your heart a manger; From Heaven Above to Earth
I Come.

Please join us in this very special presentation to celebrate

the birth of our Savior.
Invite your family and at least one friend to worship at Emanuel
on Christmas Eve. There will be a message, Christmas music,
singing of Christmas carols, and the lighting of candles.
Please join us as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Gentle Worship – 1:30p.m.
Family Worship – 6:30p.m.
Candlelight Worship - 8:15p.m.
Candlelight Worship – 10:45p.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated at all worship services.
Pre-service music before each service.
Christmas Day Worship @ 10:30a.m. & New Years Day Worship @ 10:30a.m.
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Our Mitten Tree is in the Gathering Space. Help us decorate it with
your gifts of mittens; gloves; scarves; hats; and socks.
These will be distributed through the Christmas Clearing House and
Turning Point. Thanks in advance for your gifts. A basket will be located
by the elevator lobby for your gifts also.
As I am sure most everyone has noticed, Christmas this year falls on
Sunday and New Year’s Day is of course the following Sunday. As is the
tradition when this occurs, there will be only one service at 10:30 on
each of these two Sundays. Because of this, I wanted to ask everyone
unable to attend on these Sundays to please consider making your weekly
offering ahead of time. As I am sure everyone realizes, the church’s
expenses continue regardless of attendance. Thanks for your help.
Treasurer, Rex Parrott
Good Gifts provide food and income to people in need within the USA and
around the World. For example, 10 little chicks ($10.00) make a big
difference! Within months of birth, chickens are already laying eggs. With
an ongoing supply of protein-rich meals and eggs to sell at the market, this
gift is a great leap forward for a family struggling with hunger and poverty.
Select an ornament from one of the trees, located in the Narthex and first
floor elevator lobby, representing the amount you would like to spend. If
your gift is in honor of a friend or loved one, it is easy to tell them by
giving them the ornament. Payment instructions are on the order forms by the Good Gift Trees.
The cost of the gift is on each ornament. This gift can be sent directly to the ELCA….for more
information check their website: https://community.elca.org/elcagoodgifts
Join Us For An Interactive Christmas Sermon on Sunday,
December 4 during the 9:15 service. Pastor Mark will have an
interactive sermon with the Sunday School Children and the
Congregation. We look forward to this shared ministry time as we
celebrate Advent and Christmas.
The first Sunday of every month from 8:15 to 11:45 Blood Pressure
Screenings are held in the Library. We thank Joyce Butterman and
Christy Penrod for volunteering to share in this ministry.

Please Note - Emanuel's Annual Meeting
will be held Sunday, January 22, at 11:30a.m.
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Notes From the Evangelism Board
Spooky Maze and Trunk or Treat: Our Child Care, Children’s Choir,
Potluck attendees, and Trick-or-Treaters went through the Maze –
totaling about 310 people. Thank you to all who made the week a success!
It is a great outreach!
Neighborhood Block Watch: The Evangelism Board invited three Neighborhood
Watch Groups, forming a community Block Watch group, to meet in our church. In
June, the group met and is now firmly established. They meet the third or fourth
Thursday of each month in the Gathering Space, led by Lt. BJ Gruber. The
Evangelism and Communication Boards share hosting the meetings. All are invited
to attend.
Church Women News:

Joyce Baumgartner reporting.......

The Mitten Tree will be waiting in the Gathering Space for our annual collection
of mittens, gloves, scarves, hats & socks. Winter is a time of helping those in
need of warmer clothing and this is one way to help.
The magazine "Gather" has a monthly Bible study as well as very interesting articles.
A copy is available in our library, along with many other good books.
Take time during the winter to study God's word found in many books as well as our
Bibles.
February we will again be cutting & tying Fleece Blankets for Lutheran World Relief.
Watch for more information.
Enjoy each day God gives us and Smile!

Lessons From A Snowman:
It’s okay to wear white well after
Labor Day.
• Simply hanging out in your front
yard can be fun.
• Accessories don’t have to be fancy or expensive.
• We’re all made mostly of water.
• You know you’ve “arrived” when a song is written about you.
• So what if you’re a little bottom-heavy?
• Don’t get too much sun.
• Sweating too much can be disastrous!
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As we move closer to the 500th
Anniversary of The Reformation
we hope that we can continue to
change the world by being a little
more Lutheran. Grace draws us in.
Grace points us out. We live out that
grace with baby steps. To be a little
more Lutheran is to live into grace by
being just a little nicer. To be a little
more Lutheran is to be a little more
welcoming. It is to be a little more
loving. It is to be a little more
peaceful and a little more forgiving.
We think that by being just a little
more Lutheran we can make the
world a better place.

I want to thank everyone for the lovely
birthday cards. I did have a nice day!
In Christian love, Lucille Barkley
Thank you Emanuel, Sharon Haver and
Mary Richardson for my prayer shawl. It is
beautiful! The cancer has gone from 3.4 cm to 1.1 cm and they
can't find it in the other lymph nodes. Thanks for your prayers.
Vicki Strong Phelps

Happy Birthday! Ruby Snyder will
celebrate her 98th birthday on
December 5. (227 Malo Dr.
Marion)

I want to thank all those who sent the wonderful cards and

Happy Birthday to Margaret

wishes for my 95th birthday. How blessed I am to have an

Miller who will celebrate her 90th

extended family here at Emanuel. Thank you! Virginia Leffler

birthday on December 19. (7936

Thank You for the lovely prayer shawl. A special thanks to

Mt Olive Green Camp Rd. LaRue,

AIM Kevin Kehn for his visits. It was greatly appreciated.

OH 43332)

Therapy is continuing at home! Judy Stroble

Happy Birthday Tom Porter who

Thank You for your prayers and cards on my 90th birthday.
God Bless you all, Iola (Sid) Watson

will celebrate his 91st birthday on
December 25. (443 Richland Rd.
Marion)
Happy Birthday to Fredericka
Nelson who will celebrate her

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way with the 2016
collection for LWR! Totals: 512 Quilts; 17 Fleece Blankets;
8 Blankets; 30 School Kits; 10 Layettes; 26 Health Kits; 6
Sewing Kits. These items are sent to areas in need in the
U.S. and around the world.
Thank You: Another (our 19th year!) Thanks &
Giving Community Dinner outreach is behind us.
The Board of Social Ministry thanks everyone
who helped in any way to make it a success.
Thanks not only for your hard work, dedication and generosity
but also for the beautiful spirit and amazing attitudes with
which it was given. It was a blessing to be part of it.

90th birthday on December 26.
(Kingston #137, 464 Jamesway,
Marion)
Happy Birthday to Violet Fizet
who will celebrate her 93rd
birthday on January 8. (Marion
Towers #120, 400 Delaware Ave.,
Marion)
Happy Birthday to Betty Smith
who will celebrate her 92nd
birthday on January 13.
(165 Pole Lane Rd. Marion)
Happy Birthday to Betty Cocherl
who will celebrate her 91st
birthday on January 29.
(537 Wheeler Dr. Marion)
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