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Welcome 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does 

wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry 

with good things. Amen. 

L: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of 

our God. 
*Silence is kept for reflection. 

L: God for whom we wait, 

C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin 

before you. We fail in believing that your good news 

is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
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We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear 

those different from ourselves. We forget that we are 

your children and turn away from your love. Forgive 

us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving 

grace. Amen. 

L: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are 

forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors 

of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.  

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 

only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world 

knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Program      “Why Christmas?”  

 

               “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” #251 v. 1 

1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my 

Savior's praise! You looked upon my lowliness, and I 

am full of grace. Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age this 

blessing shall proclaim — great wonders you have done 

for me, and holy is your name. 

 

                     “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #279 v. 1 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go 

by; yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 

tonight. 
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“Away in a Manger” #277 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord 

Jesus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright 

sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus 

asleep on the hay.  

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord 

Jesus, no crying he makes. I love you, Lord Jesus; look 

down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is 

nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me 

forever and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear children 

in your tender care and fit us for heaven, to live with 

you there. 

 

                             “The First Noel” #300 v. 1 & 2 

1 The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor 

shepherds in fields as they lay; in fields where they lay, 

keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so 

deep. 

Refrain 

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 

2 They looked up and saw a star shining in the east 

beyond them far; and to the earth it gave great light, and 

so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 

 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” #289 

1 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the 

plains, and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous 

strains. 

Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains 

prolong? What the gladsome tidings be which inspire 

your heav'nly song?  Refrain 
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3 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels 

sing; come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the 

newborn king.  Refrain 

 

 

“We Three Kings” v. 1 & 5 

1 We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we 

traverse afar, field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

Refrain 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal 

beauty bright; westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 

5 Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and 

Sacrifice; heav’n sings alleluia: alleluia the earth 

replies.  Refrain 

 

“What Child Is This” #296 v. 1 & 2 

 1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is 

sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while 

shepherds watch are keeping? This, this is Christ the 

king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, 

haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are 

feeding? Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent 

Word is pleading. Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

the cross be borne for me, for you; hail, hail the Word 

made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

“Joy to the World” #267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her 

king; let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and 

nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and 

heav'n and nature sing. 
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2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs 

employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the 

ground; he comes to make his blessings flow far as the 

curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the 

curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the 

nations prove the glories of his righteousness and 

wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and 

wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion Distribution 

 

Communion Hymn       “The Advent Song”      Praise Team  

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Prayers of the Church  
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Benediction 

L: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 

whom we wait. Amen. 
 

“Silent Night” v. 1-3 Lighting of Candles 

1 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round 

yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and 

mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, 

alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is 

born! 

3 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of 

redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, 

at your birth. 

 

Sending               “Go Tell It On a Mountain”            #290 
 

Refrain 

 Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

1 While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks 

by night, behold, throughout the heavens there shone a 

holy light.  Refrain  

2 The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the 

earth rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's 

birth.  Refrain 

3 Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 

 and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  

Refrain 

 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Christ is near.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #36302.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Sunday School Families – Please join us afterwards in the 

parlor to decorate a cupcake for Jesus’ birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


